to London, it suffices to say that local talent diagnosed her
illness as a severe chill and local talent being suspicious of
Popish practices, a consultation led to the pronouncement
that the chill was due to her habit of going fasting to early
mass.
For the first ten days I nursed her myself with occasional
assistance from the district nurse, and it was John herself who
then raised a protest: I could not continue nursing her by
day, snatching sleep at night on the edge of her bed, seeing
to the catering and taking care of the dogs, and 1 must lose
no time in getting a nurse. And in this respect I was for-
tunate indeed. It was quite impossible to get anyone locally
and the first address that carne under my hand was that of a
vaguely remembered little nurse who had once looked after
John at the London Clinic for twenty-four hours after the
extraction of a tooth. We both remembered that we had
liked her personally, but we knew less than nothing of her
professional qualifications. However, as we were told that
John's condition, though so painful, was not serious, I
wire^l to Nurse Baldwin and she duly arrived, She had been
working very hard at a London hospital and her husband
had urged her to consider her health and to accept an easier
case in the country!
Nurse Baldwin was all that a nurse should be and lier
presence brought comfort to my growing panic atid when,
a few days after her arrival, local talent quite suddenly con-
fessed misgivings and I made a lightning resolve to get John
to London, it was Nurse Baldwin's resource&laess and
ready acceptance of responsibility that enabled us to acoonfr-
plish that terrible journey.
She nursed John with selfless devotion for months, btiag
present at both her operations. She was human and light-
hearted and had a sense of humour for which John herself
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